The Power of Honour

God has wired us to instinctively ask and to answer two incredibly important questions. We cannot help but answer them, and we will live out of the answer to those two questions.

The two questions are – Who am I?  What am I worth? ie what is it that makes me valuable?



There are four main areas that contribute to our sense of worth and value. They are:
Value due to Performance
This most often comes in our early years when we find that we are good at something and we receive affirmation for our actions. That can communicate powerfully to our innermost being that we are of value. If, however, this is the only way that we are affirmed it can communicate a very negative message – that we are only of value when we perform well. 

Examples of ways this can happen could be:
· Parents ‘loving’ a child only when it meets the parents expectations

· Parents comparing siblings

· Husband/wife – conditional love

· Teacher at school giving recognition only to high achievers

· Employer who is happy to sacrifice ethics just as long as the job gets done

An interesting question to ask myself is “What is my response to people who don’t come up to my expectations, or who don’t perform as I expect or would like?” What do I communicate to them about their value?
When performance flows out of who we are – it is really positive

· Eph 2:10 – we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Value due to Position
There is nothing wrong with wanting to succeed and desiring to improve ourselves. At times, though, we can try and attain a higher position in our place of work or ministry with a feeling that we will be significant when we get the new position that we are striving for.
Examples of this could be:
· Class distinction – climbing the ladder of business or ministry
· Parental pressure to be a ‘doctor’ or ‘lawyer’ because of social status

· Aspiring to be a ‘full-time’ Christian worker because of the prestige

· Full-time worker being asked ‘When will you get a real job?”

When your identity is in your position you will not easily move from one position to a ‘lower’ position. You will not find servanthood easy.

· Matt 20:20-28 Disciples seeking a privileged position

The key is for us to use whatever position we are in to serve others

· Phil 2:3-11 – Christ’s attitude

· John 13:3-5 – knowing who He was and where He had come from He washed His disciple’s feet. 

· Matt 20:20-28 – he who would be great must be a servant to others

We will not strive to win arguments – to prove we are right – that is a positional issue

Prov 13:10 – Only by pride comes contention

Value due to Character
Your Personality is given to you and it normally does not change – it is the unique combination of ways through which you express yourself and relate to the people around you.

Your Character  is formed from the decisions you make. The person that you will be tomorrow is being formed by the decisions you make today. 

· You will decide whether you are a peaceful person or an angry person.

· You will decide whether you are a generous person or a stingy person.

· You will decide whether you are a diligent person or a lazy person.

· You will decide whether you are a punctual person or a late person.

· You will decide whether you are a faithful person or an unfaithful person.

· You will decide whether you are a truthful person or a lying person.

· You will decide whether you are an encouraging person or a critical person.

· You will decide whether you are an honest person or a dishonest person.

1Samuel  16:7  But the LORD said to Samuel, `Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.''

1Peter   1:5  These have come so that your faith - of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire - may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed.

Never go for Performance at the expense of Character 

Intrinsic Value

Intrinsic value is the value that is ours purely and simply because of Who made us – God Himself!

Matthew  16:26  What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?

Psalms  49:7  No man can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for him-

8  the ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough -

What this really means is that the Intrinsic Value of just one of us is worth more than the combined wealth of the planet! That is awesome!!
· World says 


– Who you are flows out of what you do and what position you hold
· God says


- What you do, and what position you hold, flows out of who you are

It’s all about recognising value…

The Bible has a word for recognising value…it is the word Honour
Honour is the recognition of a person’s value and the expression appropriate to that value

· Definition of Glory, Honour

In the Old Testament the words ‘glory’ and ‘honour’ spring from the same root word:

· Kabad <3513>, which means – heavy, weighty, rich, abundant, honoured, glorious
· <3519> - splendour, dignity, reputation
In the New Testament we have two words, ‘glory’ and ‘honour’ which have similar meanings:

· Honour [<5092> Time (Tee-may)] A valuing by which a price is fixed, honour by reason of rank.
· Glory [<1391> Doxa] Opinion, estimate, view, dignity, exalted state.
Rom 2:7 – to those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honour and immortality, he will give eternal life.

The answer to the question of Who am I? And What am I worth? is to be answered in a relationship with Jesus.

Colossians   1:27  To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the      glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Heb 2:6  But there is a place where someone has testified: ``What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?  7  You made him a little lower than the angels; you crowned him with glory and honour  8  and put everything under his feet.'' 10 ¶ In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11  Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.

Rom 8:29 ¶ For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  30  And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified <1392>.

[hold in honour, clothe with splendour, render it excellent, to cause the dignity and worth of some person or thing to become manifest and acknowledged.]

John 17:22 – I have given them the glory <1391> that you gave me, that they may be one  as we are one.

When you are recognized and valued for ‘who you are’, it causes a response in you – it releases you to be ‘who you are’ to the other person.

When you value another person for ‘who they are’, it causes a response in them – it releases them to be ‘who they are’ to you.

When you dishonour a person, you shut yourself off from receiving who they are and what they have to give.
A married couple has the ability to release the potential in each other or to shut each other down.

Ex 20:12 “Honour <3513> your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.”

1 Tim 5:17  “The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honour <5092>, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching.”

Rom 12:10  “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honour <5092> one another above yourselves.”

How do you honour someone who doesn’t deserve it?
How do you honour a father who wasn’t a good father as far as performance is concerned?

You may not be able to honour them for their performance, but you can honour them for their position. They are still a father.

What about the street kid who has no performance, position or character? You honour them for their intrinsic value – which is incredibly great!
How do I know? Because it was on the basis of our Intrinsic Value alone that Jesus died for us. We had no character, position or performance to warrant Him dying for us.
It is really important for us to realise that in recognising and expressing value to someone our expression must not just be in words…it must also be in our attitudes, responses and actions.
If a husband says to his wife “I love you” but has also been expressing attitudes, responses and actions that say otherwise, the words alone will not mean much to her!
Do you realise that we are like this because God is like this.

Have you ever wondered why God wants worship? Does He have an unstable or insecure ego that loves to have people bowing and scraping before Him so that He then feels much better about Himself? Absolutely not!!

He created the world to function in the context of relationship, and He knows that no relationship will blossom and flourish into the fullness of its expression unless each party recognises the value in the other and expresses that appropriately and continually. That environment of honour is exactly what the relationship needs for it to grow into its fullness – each person being able to be exactly who they are to the other.

When you value God 'for who He is' it causes a response in Him - it releases Him to be 'who He is' to you.
It has always been the cry on the heart of God to have a people who will value Him for who He is, express His worth and value appropriately, and allow Him to be all that He is to them.

Gen 17:7  "I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you. 

God is saying “Will you let Me be Me?”

What sort of God are talking about here? Let’s consider His value due to…
Performance

Creation, the Cross, Miracles in Scripture, the Jewish nation, Prophesies fulfilled, People in Scripture, what He’s done in the lives of people you know, what He’s done in your life.

Position

Creator of all, Source of all things, Sustainer of all things, Owner of all things, Judge of all, God Almighty, Head of the armies of Heaven, Head of the Body of Christ, King of all the nations, Father of every family

Character

Pure, Righteous, Love, Faithful, True, All knowing, Generous, Healer, Deliverer, Provider

Intrinsic Value

????????

One of the key requirements of an Old Covenant sacrifice was that it had to be the best.

Isn’t that incredibly selfish of God – to always want the best for Himself?

In Old Testament culture you would never go into the presence of an earthly king or dignitary empty handed. You would always bring with you a gift which was representative of the value that you placed on the person to whom you gave the gift. You were making a ‘value statement’ to that person.

‘The best’ is the only appropriate value statement that recognises God’s value and releases Him to be all that He is to us.

Part of the spiritual battle that we live in is the battle to get us to ‘dishonour God’, and by so doing to shut ourselves off from Him being all that He really is to us.

Mal 1:6  ``A son honours his father, and a servant his master. If I am a father, where is the honour due to me? If I am a master, where is the respect due to me?'' says the LORD Almighty. ``It is you, O priests, who show contempt for my name. 7  ``You place defiled food on my altar. ``But you ask, `How have we defiled you?' ``By saying that the LORD's table is contemptible.  8  When you bring blind animals for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong? Try offering them to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you?'' says the LORD Almighty. 9  ``Now implore God to be gracious to us. With such offerings from your hands, will he accept you?'' – says the LORD Almighty.  10  ``Oh, that one of you would shut the temple doors, so that you would not light useless fires on my altar! I am not pleased with you,'' says the LORD Almighty, ``and I will accept no offering from your hands.  11  My name will be great among the nations, from the rising to the setting of the sun. In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to my name, because my name will be great among the nations,'' says the LORD Almighty. 13  And you say, `What a burden!' and you sniff at it contemptuously,'' says the LORD Almighty. ``When you bring injured, crippled or diseased animals and offer them as sacrifices, should I accept them from your hands?'' says the LORD.  14  ``Cursed is the cheat who has an acceptable male in his flock and vows to give it, but then sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord. For I am a great king,'' says the LORD Almighty, ``and my name is to be feared among the nations.  2:1 ¶ ``And now this admonition is for you, O priests. 2  If you do not listen, and if you do not set your heart to honour my name,'' says the LORD Almighty, ``I will send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings. Yes, I have already cursed them, because you have not set your heart to honour me.  3  ``Because of you I will rebuke your descendants; I will spread on your faces the offal from your festival sacrifices, and you will be carried off with it.  4  And you will know that I have sent you this admonition so that my covenant with Levi may continue,''says the LORD Almighty. 5  ``My covenant was with him, a covenant of life and peace, and I gave them to him; this called for reverence and he revered me and stood in awe of my name.  6  True instruction was in his mouth and nothing false was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and turned many from sin.  7  ``For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, and from his mouth men should seek instruction - because he is the messenger of the LORD Almighty.

The Old Covenant priests were giving God ‘any old thing’ and in doing so were saying to Him “This is what I think of You.” Do you know that we can so easily do exactly the same thing as a New Covenant priest.
What about when God has not ‘performed’ in our life like we expected Him to?

What is our response?  Our actions speak louder than our words.

When we grumble and moan and we are preoccupied with our own feelings and disappointments, and we do not give Him praise, we are really stating that because He has not performed for us then we rate His performance, position, character and intrinsic value as ‘0’. Placed far higher than that is what we are feeling right now and what we’re going through. That is an incredibly arrogant thing for a tiny little human being to say to Almighty God! – and incredibly dishonouring!

Psa 105:19  Until the time that his word came to pass, The word of the LORD tested him. 

The truth is that if God never answered another prayer of mine; if He never touched me again with His presence; if He never spoke to me again……He would still be worthy of my unrestrained and extravagant worship for ever and ever – because of who He is!
God has recognized our value and expressed it powerfully – He’s waiting for us to do the same for Him!

God also asks “Who am I, and what am I worth?”

Our response and answer to that question has huge repercussions in the spirit world!

John 17:24 ¶ ``Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.

The attacks of the enemy are mostly related to slanders against the character of God.

Examples:-

God being the owner and the source of all things – when God tells us to give finance or possessions to someone we can often withhold, thinking that we’ll have less if we give. When we withhold we make a powerful statement to God that He is NOT the owner and source for us. We thus dishonour God and shut ourselves off from Him being the source to us – which is the very thing we need Him to be!

Is God really all powerful and all knowing? I mean can He really….
Get me job

Find me a marriage partner

Sort out the problems in my business

Save my non-Christian husband

Show me which career to pursue

Is God really Loving?

Does He really care for me especially after I’ve blown it?

Does He really want what’s best for me?

Is God really our Provider and is He really Faithful?

Can he provide finances for my tuition fees?

What God has done in the lives of others (testimonies) and in our life builds faith for us to trust Him for our current situation.

Some other ways we can honour God:-

Focussed attention, acknowledging His presence (not ignoring Him), making time for Him, Sacrificing food, TV, books etc to be with Him.

Extra verses to ponder:-

Lev 26:11  I will put my dwelling-place among you, and I will not abhor you.  12  I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people.  13  I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt so that you would no longer be slaves to the Egyptians; I broke the bars of your yoke and enabled you to walk with heads held high.

Jer 24:7  I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the LORD. They will be my people, and I will be their God, for they will return to me with all their heart.

John 5:22 Moreover, the Father judges no‑one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honour <5091> the Son just as they honour the Father. He who does not honour the Son does not honour the Father, who sent him.

John 8:49 ``I am not possessed by a demon,'' said Jesus, ``but I honour my Father and you dishonour me. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my

servant also will be. My Father will honour the one who serves me.

1 Sam 2:30 “Therefore the Lord, the God of Israel, declares: ‘I promised that your house and your father’s house would minister before me forever.’ But now the Lord declares: ‘Far be it from me! Those who honour <3513> me I will honour, but those who despise me will be disdained.’” 
2 Sa 12:10  'Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.' 

David's sin was a blatant statement to God that

· he would not trust God to provide what he needed

· God's principles didn't need to be taken seriously

· that God would tolerate uncleanness and disobedience

Num 20:12  But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Because you have not believed Me, to treat Me as holy in the sight of the sons of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them."

Num 27:14  for in the wilderness of Zin, during the strife of the congregation, you rebelled against My command to treat Me as holy before their eyes at the water."

Lev 10:2  And fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 3  Then Moses said to Aaron, "It is what the LORD spoke, saying, 'By those who come near Me I will be treated as holy, And before all the people I will be honored.'" So Aaron, therefore, kept silent. 

Isa 8:12  "You are not to say, 'It is a conspiracy!' In regard to all that this people call a conspiracy, And you are not to fear what they fear or be in dread of it. 13  "It is the LORD of hosts whom you should regard as holy. And He shall be your fear, And He shall be your dread. 14  "Then He shall become a sanctuary; But to both the houses of Israel, a stone to strike and a rock to stumble over, And a snare and a trap for the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

Eze 36:23  "I will vindicate the holiness of My great name which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD," declares the Lord GOD, "when I prove Myself holy among you in their sight. 

1 Pet 3:14  But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION, AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED, 15  but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 
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